Number of issues
In 2017, five issues presenting a variety of articles in areas such as therapeutic drug monitoring, sample preparation, metabolomics, proteomics and other bioanalytical techniques were published online. Among the published articles were respectively, editorial, expert opinion, original and review articles. The details of the ten most viewed articles from the journal's the third volume are presented in Table 1 .
Special focus issues
In 2017 two special focused issues were published. In April, a special issue on the Bioanalysis of mAbs and ADCs was published (Vol.3, No.2). The special focused issue aimed to highlight current applications and developments in the field of the bioanalysis of monoclonal antibodies and antibody-drug conjugates. The guest editor was Dr. Jian Wang (BMS, Princeton, NJ, USA). The second special focused issue was published in the month of June. The Vol.3 No.4 issue was a special congress issue presenting articles from the 22nd Panhellenic Conference in Chemistry held on 2-4 December 2016 in Thessaloniki, Greece. Special issue editors were Prof. dr. Victoria Samanidou (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece) and Prof. dr. Andreas Tsakalof (University of Thessaly, Greece).
Bioanalytical chemistry in the scientific community
The aim of the Journal of Applied Bioanalysis is to ensure that high-quality articles describing recent developments and applications from the bioanalysis community are freely available to everybody within but also outside of the bioanalysis community. Keeping these high-quality articles behind journal's paywalls is not good and is not an answer on the demand of the scientific community The growing role of two-dimensional LC in the biopharmaceutical industry Xiaoli Wang, Stephan Buckenmaier, Dwight Stoll
No.5 Expert Opinion [11] to the demand on scientific knowledge in this field, especially when the research reported is funded by public or governmental fundings. Our editors frequently attend relevant congresses around the globe for keeping upto-date on the latest developments and advances in this fast-evolving field of analytical chemistry. We welcome unsolicited manuscript submissions through the online Scholastica®-manuscript submission and article tracking platform [12] and we invite authors to contact our editorial team or the editor-in-chief with suggestions, ideas, and proposals for articles or special focussed issue subjects.
Demographics of reader audience and authors
The Journal of Applied Bioanalysis has developed in the few years of its existence a great diverse reader audience around the globe. Scientists from approx. 100 different countries around the world viewed, read and/or downloaded articles published in not only the third volume but also the first two volumes at the journal's homepage [13] or the ScienceOpen network. The majority of journal's homepage visits and article downloads came from visitors located in the Americas (32.8 %) and Europe (46.5%) while also internet traffic from other continents around the globe was observed (Figure 1) . The journal receives article contributions from across the globe, the authorship demographics for the third volume are presented in Figure 2 .
The journal's presence on social media
The journal and its editorial board understand the importance of social media has for achieving a strong presence in the bioanalytical community. Social media platforms are a great tool to inform the reader audience as well authors, announce news related to the journal and at last but not least to reach out to readers interested in bioanalytical chemistry and open access publishing. 
Science blog zone
Recently, the Science Blog Zone [18] was launched for presenting the bioanalysis community with the latest articles, news, and developments from the bioanalysis field. The Science Blog Zone has been developed to provide the scientific community with a platform to discuss recent developments within the bioanalysis community as well for discussions related to this exciting field. Membership is free of charge. In 2018 more effort will be put in the development of the Science Blog Zone for becoming a serious player in the world of blogging platforms within the field of bioanalytical chemistry for academia and the industry.
Conclusion
I like to thank the dedicated support of all editorial board members, authors, peer-reviewers and last but not least all readers and thank them with the knowledge that without them the Journal of Applied Bioanalysis would not have been possible. I appreciate every feedback that the journal has received on the quality and direction of the journal and I look forward not only to receive more feedback in the year to come but also I am also looking forward to work with all of you again in the new year 2018. 
